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FIESTA SAN ANTONIO TURNS TOWARD 2021
SAN ANTONIO (July 10, 2020) – Citing its No. 1 priority is the health and safety of Fiesta guests and
volunteers, and in alignment with public health directives from the Governor, Bexar County, and City of San
Antonio, the Fiesta San Antonio Commission announced it has suspended planning for a November 2020
Fiesta and will turn its efforts toward Fiesta 2021, April 15-25.
“We are very grateful for the City’s partnership and guidance since the COVID-19 pandemic began, and we
fully support our public health and elected officials’ decision to suspend Fiesta 2020,” said Baltazar Walter
Serna, Jr. Fiesta San Antonio Commission President. “The health and safety of Fiesta guests and volunteers is
the only priority in this decision. Since some 300 nonprofits and countless vendors depend on Fiesta for a big
part of their annual income, and the economic impact is significant for our city that has already been hit hard,
we owe it to the community to make the decision carefully, and with the City’s help, we did. Unfortunately, the
pandemic creates an inability to perform the hundreds of contracts that make Fiesta happen.”
Fiesta San Antonio brings an economic impact of more than $340 million to the San Antonio economy, and it
supports almost 3,500 full-time-equivalent jobs. Each Official Fiesta Event is organized by a different 501(c)
nonprofit, and many depend on Fiesta revenue to serve the community year-round. Fiesta 2020 was originally
scheduled for April 16-26, 2020, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic was postponed to November 2020 in
hopes that the number of local cases might subside sufficiently to enable a fall Fiesta with added health
precautions.
“While we had hoped that postponing Fiesta 2020 from April to November would provide a safer environment,
we recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic is not likely to subside sufficiently to permit the thousands of Fiesta
attendees to celebrate safely,” said Mayor Ron Nirenberg. “Not only is Fiesta South Texas’s greatest charitable
endeavor, as I’ve said many times, Fiesta IS San Antonio. My calendar is marked for April 15-25, 2021, when
we will celebrate the 130th anniversary of the first Fiesta, and I know San Antonians will be ready to make
Fiesta 2021 the best ever.”
Added Mr. Serna, “While each Official Fiesta Event is organized by a different 501(c) nonprofit, we are
encouraging those organizations to honor the tickets sold for April 2020 in April 2021. Please give those
nonprofits time to prepare to address ticket issues. We haven’t missed a Fiesta since World War II, so we have
strong resolve to make Fiesta 2021 a great success.”
For more information, visit www.fiestasanantonio.org.
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About the Fiesta San Antonio Commission
The Fiesta® San Antonio Commission Inc. is a nonprofit, volunteer, self-supporting organization that plans,
promotes, coordinates, and preserves Fiesta® San Antonio through support of its Participating Member
Organizations in presenting a safe, educational, annual celebration of the diverse heritage, culture and spirit of
San Antonio for its residents and visitors.
Fiesta® San Antonio is a fusion of arts, heritage and culture to honor the memory of the heroes of the Alamo
and the Battle of San Jacinto. Taking place over 11 days, Fiesta literally has something for everyone with more
than 110 events ranging in highlights from music, food, sports and pageantry to military and patriotic
observances, exhibits, parades, Fiesta Royalty and more.
More than 100 local nonprofit organizations and military units create the more than 100 terrific events that take
place over 11 days. Those nonprofit organizations spend the rest of the year giving back to the community of
San Antonio.
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